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Ohio Christian University prepares students to serve effectively in 
the church and society by providing a holistic, Christ-centered, bib-
lically integrated education in the Wesleyan tradition.

UNIVERSITY OBJECTIVES 
Upon graduation from Ohio Christian University the student 
should: 

Exhibit a commitment to holy living under-girded by 
an understanding of Wesleyan holiness theology. 
Possess career goals in accord with one’s calling in 
life with special attention given to ordained and lay 
ministries. 
Demonstrate a commitment to ministering to the 
spiritual, physical and social needs of others. 
Affirm the Bible as the only infallible guide for Chris-
tian faith and practice. 
Embrace a Christian worldview predicated on a 
working knowledge of contrasting philosophical and 
religious views. 
Exhibit college-level competency in general core edu-
cation subjects requisite for life-long learning. 
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ACCREDITATION & 
RECOGNITION 

ACCREDITED by The Higher Learning Commission 
and a member of the North Central Association. 
ACCREDITED by the Association for Biblical Higher 
Education. 
AUTHORIZED by the Ohio Board of Regents to of-
fer baccalaureate level education. 
CHARTERED by the State of Ohio. 
APPROVED by the United States Office of Education 
for participation in the federal students financial aid 
programs. 
APPROVED by the United States Department of 
Justice for the education of foreign students. 
APPROVED by the Internal Revenue Service for 
Social Security benefits for eligible students. 
APPROVED to train Veterans or eligible persons. 
RECOGNIZED by the Churches of Christ in Chris-
tian Union, Primitive Methodist Church, Evangeli-
cal Church and Evangelical Methodist Church, for 
ministerial training. 
MEMBER of the Ohio College Association. 
MEMBER of the Service Members Opportunity Col-
leges.
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General Information

OUR DOCTRINE 
We believe in one God; self-existent in three Persons, co-equal and 
co-eternal; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
We believe in the Bible, God’s infallible Word, fully inspired by the 
Holy Spirit, the supreme authority for faith and practice. 
We believe in the deity of Jesus Christ, who became man, being 
conceived of the Holy Spirit and born of a virgin. He lived a sinless 
life and died a substitutionary death as a complete sacrifice for the 
sins of all mankind. He arose bodily from the dead and ascended 
to the right hand of the Father where He is now our interceding 
High Priest. 
We believe that the Holy Spirit is a Divine Person who reveals 
Christ, both in a ministry to the world by restraining evil and by 
convicting of sin, and in a ministry to the Church by indwelling, 
empowering, guiding, and teaching all Christians. 
We believe that man was made in the image and likeness of God 
and by transgression incurred guilt before God, depravity of soul, 
and spiritual death. 
We believe in the universal atonement Christ provided for all man-
kind and that they who do repent and believe on Him are justified 
and regenerated from the guilt and practice of sin. 
We believe in entire sanctification as a definite crisis experience 
subsequent to regeneration. It is wrought on the basis of faith and 
consecration through the infilling of the Holy Spirit by which the 
believer is cleansed from all sin and to which the Spirit testifies. 
We believe in the progressive growth in grace toward Christian 
maturity through a consistent Christian life of good works which 
springs from faith in God and obedience to His Word. This growth 
we believe to be a necessary complement to the above mentioned 
crisis experience. We believe in the true universal Church as the 
Body of Christ and Temple of the Holy Spirit. It is composed of 
all true believers in Christ. It was created by Him for worship and 
fellowship and is commissioned by Him to publish the Gospel to 
all the world. 
We believe in the personal return of Christ who shall come with 
power and great glory to gather the Church to Himself, to establish 
His millennial kingdom, and to judge the quick and the dead. 
We believe in the resurrection of the just, who shall enter into an 
actual eternal heaven, and the resurrection of the unjust, who shall 
go away into an actual and eternal hell. 

HISTORY 
At the 1947 annual Council of the Churches of Christ in Christian 
Union, the foundation was laid for establishing a Christian college 
on the Mount of Praise Campground in Circleville, Ohio. Through-
out the following year, preparations went forward and the college 
opened with its first class of students in September, 1948. 
By the mid-sixties it became apparent the college could no longer 
fulfill its function if it remained on the Mount of Praise Camp-
ground. Plans were made to set aside a forty-acre tract of the church 
farm on Route 22 east of Circleville as a college campus. 
The first building for the administration was completed in 1966. 
Building plans progressed rapidly after this time with the men’s 
dormitory in 1967, the college chapel in 1968, and the academic 
building in 1969. By early 1970 the campus center was completed 
providing recreational and physical education facilities. In Decem-
ber of 1972, the women’s dormitory was completed, thus complet-
ing the first phase of the new campus development. 
A four-plex student housing complex was constructed in 1977, pro-
viding housing for four families. 
In 1979, the 8000 square feet Maxwell Library was completed. In 
1998-99, a 14,000 square feet addition was added to the Melvin & 
Laura Maxwell Library, making room for nearly 120,000 volumes. 
The Library currently houses 54,000 volumes, the Stout Bible Col-
lection of over 225 Bibles and Bible portions in a variety of editions 
from the 1660’s to the present, an archives room, computer labora-
tories, faculty offices, and space for other learning activities. 
The most recent fourplex townhouse was constructed in 1998 to 
provide housing for two families, a student involvement center and 
resident missions resource person.  
The Conley Ministry Center, an addition to Johnson Hall, was 
completed in 2006.  This addition houses the music department, 
classrooms, and the offices of the Dean of Students.  Renovations 
to the womens’ dorm were made in 2006, turning the single rooms 
of the upstairs dormitory into suites with restroom facilities.  The 
student center was also expanded in 2006.
In August of 2007, a new Campus Ministry Center was completed, 
replacing the original campus center and providing expanded rec-
reational and physical education facilities, a college bookstore, and 
expanded ministry opportunities (conferences, concerts, etc.) 
In the summer of 2007, an additional dormitory building was com-
pleted.
Ohio Christian University is committed to promoting the academ-
ic, spiritual and social growth of its students. Because of this com-
mitment, an emphasis is placed on developing spiritual maturity 
within its student body. 




